L   NOTES
DESHBANDHU DASA
Lord Reading2 has been as good as his word. The highest
in the land has not been immune from arrest.3 Lord Ronaldshay4
had perhaps given the public to understand that he would not be
arrested till after the Congress and then too if he did not behave
himself. But Lord Reading's threat was later than, and therefore
cancelled, the implied opinion of Lord Ronaldshay. Why should
the President elect be left free if he enlisted volunteers and issued
manifestos ? There was no cessation in the activity for bringing
about hartal on the day of the Prince's5 arrival in Calcutta. It
was some such reasoning, I suppose, that was applied in effecting
of the President elect. His arrest was accompanied by
other prominent workers. Maulana Abul Kalam Azad6,
one of the most learned among Mussulman divines, Maulvi Akram
Khan, Secretary of the Khilafat Committee, Mr. Sasmal, Secre-
tary of the Provincial Congress Committee and Mr. Padmaraj Jain,
who exercised influence over the Marwaris, were arrested with
the President elect. This must be obviously to prevent hartal.
These arrests mean that the authorities do not want to tolerate
even quiet persuasion and canvassing. They want in fact a
forcible opening of shops. They will not adopt the way of Colonel
Johnson7 and threaten to open the shops and put soldiers in
charge, but they wish to influence the timid shopkeepers by arrest-
ing their leaders. The merchants of Calcutta have now a chance
of showing their determination and independence by observing
complete hartal in spite of the withdrawal of leaders. It is more
necessary than ever for the people now to observe hartal on the
24th, The idea of making a demonstration has now become a
!C. R. Das (1870-1925); lawyer, orator and author; President, Indian
National Congress, 1922; founded the Swarajya Party in 1923
2 Viceroy of India, 1921-26
3 The reference is to the arrest of G. R. Das, the President elect of the
Congress, on December 10, 1921.
4 Then Governor of Bengal
5 The Prince of Wales, who was then on a tour of India
6 1889-1958; Nationalist Muslim Congress leader; twice elected President
of the Indian National Congress; Education Minister, Government of India
7 Military officer in command of the Lahore area during the Martial Law
in April and May, 1919
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